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The year 2014 could easily have been a dreadful one for Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad. 

During the first four months, we endured planned track closures north of Peninsula for 
needed bridge repairs. Then, in late spring, a sudden downpour caused Yellow Creek to 
flood, sending torrents of water, mud and uprooted trees toward our track at Bath Road. 
The resulting washout shut down service between Peninsula and Akron for seven weeks.

Yet, despite these huge impacts on our operations, CVSR ended the year with record 
sales of almost $4.4 million, a surplus of just under $460,000 (which will be invested 
into our fleet for needed repairs and improvements) and near-record ridership. While 
a number of factors contributed to this outstanding performance, three in particular 
warrant comment:

• Growing passenger demand for high-margin onboard programs, such as our popular 
food and beverage trains, helped offset the loss of excursion ticket sales due to planned 
and unplanned track closures. During the first six months, when these occurred, we 
were able to redirect event trains to track locations still in operation. Throughout the 
year, many events sold out.

• Our single most popular event, The Polar Express, had record sales – thanks to more 
efficient scheduling of Polar Express trains and the ability, through our online ticketing 
program, to fill every seat.

• Last but not least, we were able to reduce our overhead expenses for both excursion and 
event trains, in no small measure due to the introduction of a new inventory-control 
system shepherded by a member of our Board of Trustees, Jim Virost.

We would not, however, be talking about a record performance were it not for the record 
contributions of our volunteers, who gave us 86,644 hours of their time last year. At a 
modest imputed rate of $14/hour, that amounted to over $1.2 million in employment 
costs we otherwise would have faced.  Volunteers serve both on and off the train and, for 
most passengers, are the “face” of Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad. Their dedication and 
constant goodwill are unique assets.

Finally, even though we operate a “heritage” or “vintage” railroad, with eight period 
locomotives and more than two-dozen period cars, we need to continuously upgrade this 
equipment to provide our customers a safe, comfortable and dependable ride. To that 
end, we are in the middle of retrofitting two workhorse locomotives with new “green” 
technology, enhancing our power generation, expanding our Bike Aboard! program and 
accommodations for individuals with disabilities, renovating our high-end lounge car 
“The St. Lucie Sound” and, over time, improving the appearance of our fleet. 

As we enter our 43rd year, thank you for your support. You are helping us do something 
wonderful.

Sincerely,

 

  
Craig B. Tallman   George Snider
President and CEO     Chairman, Board of Trustees

Letter to our Stakeholders

Craig B. Tallman
President and CEO

George Snider
Chairman,  
Board of Trustees
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2014 Ridership 
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National Park 
Scenic Excursion 

80,927

Polar
Express 
42,319

Steam in the Valley
3,899

Day Out 
with Thomas

22,706

Education
6,865

Bike Aboard
20,454

Dining & Beverage 
Programs

8, 742

Total Ridership 
185,912

Mission
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic 

Railroad’s mission is to 

provide educational, 

recreational, and heritage 

railroad experiences 

and provide alternative 

transportation to and 

within Cuyahoga Valley 

National Park and the  

Ohio & Erie Canalway.



2014 Customer Experiences 
Since the train is a lens for passengers to see Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park, CVSR offers year-round programming for all ages, from toddlers to 
senior citizens, to allow for a variety of experiences in the Park. Here are 
some highlights from 2014, along with passenger testimonials about these 
experiences.

National Park Scenic Excursions
CVSR’s core excursion, the National Park Scenic, served 80,927 passengers in 2014. 
During this excursion, individuals, families, group tours and charters took a relaxing 
three-hour trip through Cuyahoga Valley National Park or deboarded at one of many 
stops – such as the Canal Exploration Center, Village of Peninsula, Hale Farm & Village, 
Countryside Farmers’ Market at Howe Meadow, or attractions in the City of Akron – and 
returned on a later train.  Passengers had the opportunity to learn about the history and 
wildlife of Cuyahoga Valley National Park by listening to the Voices of the Valley audio 
tour and speaking with Rail Rover volunteers on the train.

Dining and Beverage Programs
CVSR served 8,742 people in our dining and beverage programs in 2014, including 
Breakfast, Brunch, Lunch and Dinner Along the Cuyahoga trips, Ales on Rails beer-
tasting excursions and Grape Escape wine-tasting excursions.  We are pleased to see 
a nearly 30% increase in participation in these programs over 2013, largely due to the 
addition of regularly-scheduled dining programs on the weekends. 

Bike Aboard
Bike Aboard, which encourages park visitors to bike, hike, or run the Ohio and Erie 
Canal Towpath Trail in one direction and then ride the train back to their point of origin 
for a nominal fee of $3, had 20,454 participants in 2014, a 5.1% increase over 2013. 
Through a new partnership with Cleveland Bike Tours, 1,270 bikes were rented at 
Rockside Station or on the train.

We were pleased to welcome Akron General Health System as our 2014 Bike Aboard 
Partner Sponsor.

Thanks to the efforts of former CVSR Trustee Jerry Peyton and his team at Vista IT 
Systems, Inc., a new CVSR mobile app was developed and released in 2014 to allow Bike 
Aboard participants to see exactly where the train is while they are out on the trail. This 
app is available for free download in the App Stores for iPhone, Android, and Windows 
mobile devices.
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“Excellent day relaxing and 
sight seeing with family on 
the scenic train ride. It was 
very enjoyable; we got off 

to walk around and eat 
lunch and then got back 
on the train later to finish 
our ride. If you watch out 

the window of the train you 
will see all sorts of wildlife.”

“We took the Sunday 
morning tour with 

breakfast. The food and 
service were excellent, 

and the train staff were all 
friendly and personable. 
The views from the train 
were beautiful. This is a 
must-do if you visit the 

Valley.”

“My husband and I took 
the Ales on Rails scenic 

train ride last August 
when we moved to Ohio 

and loved it so much 
we went again taking a 

visiting family member. 
The volunteers make you 

feel so welcomed. I will 
continue to take out of 
town guests on this one-

of-a-kind experience.”



Education
CVSR served 6,865 school-age children in 2014 through various education programs 
operated in conjunction with the National Park Service during the school year (4,207 
children served) and in the summer (2,658 children served).  Students learned about 
local wildlife, the Cuyahoga Valley, the history of transportation, and the struggles and 
triumphs of the Underground Railroad, among other topics. 

Thanks to foundation funding, CVSR was able to offer the program free of charge and 
provide transportation to and from the boarding site to approximately 750 students from 
underserved school districts.

The program received positive feedback from teachers, who rated pre-trip materials, 
CVSR contacts, academic standards, and overall quality on a scale of 1-10 (10 being the 
highest). The summarized results from the 2014 program year are as follows:

Pre trip materials: 9.705
CVSR contacts: 8.872
Met Academic Standards: 9.617
Overall quality: 9.564

Day Out With Thomas
Day Out With ThomasTM: The Thrill of the Ride Tour 
2014 pulled into Boston Mills for two weekends in May, 
delighting the 22,706 children 
and family members who 
attended. Participants took a 
30-minute train ride pulled by 
Thomas the Tank Engine, had 
their pictures taken with Sir 
Topham Hatt, Controller of the 
Railway, and enjoyed a day full 
of Thomas & Friends-themed 
activities including arts and 
crafts, storytelling, and more. 
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“Fun for kids of all ages. It 
is a really great train ride 

- we rode bikes down the 
trail and rode the train 
back - very nice ride.”

“I really enjoyed the train ride. It was really fun. The scenery was 
fantastic! I had a lot to tell my parents. The trees and ponds and 
streams were amazing! I hope we come back again!”

“We loved the towpath 
bike trail. We caught the 
train at Boston Mills, rode 
it to the Rockside Station 
and then rode our bikes 
back to Boston Mills. It was 
a lovely fall day.”

“My 2-year-old daughter 
and I had a fantastic time 
at Day Out With Thomas! 
The activity stations kept 
us occupied for nearly 
two hours; I had to pull her 
away from all of the fun 
to enjoy the train ride with 
Thomas! Thank you for a 
wonderful day.”

“What a great time! 
My little one loved 
seeing his favorite 

tank engine pull up!”



Steam in the Valley
CVSR welcomed the Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 Berkshire No. 765 from the Fort Wayne 
Railroad Historical Society for our Steam in the Valley event during the first two 
weekends of September.  The event was attended by 3,899 train enthusiasts who were 
eager to see, hear, and ride behind the largest operating steam locomotive east of the 
Mississippi! 

The Polar Express
A record 42,319 children and families participated in CVSR’s signature program, The 
Polar Express, during the 2014 holiday season. Overall, the 2014 Polar Express program 
used 16,200 gallons of fuel to make 78 trips to the North Pole. Throughout those trips, 
our magical elves served 3,744 gallons of hot chocolate and 53,266 cookies!  

We extend our most grateful appreciation to our 2014 Polar Express Presenting Sponsor, 
Pat Catan’s, as well as the hundreds of volunteers, songbook advertisers and supporters. 
We would also like to extend special appreciation to Terry Lumber & Supply, Ohio CAT, 
and Baker Vehicle Systems for their donation of time and materials.
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“We had a great time last 
night on The Polar Express! 

Santa was amazing and 
our elves were awesome! 

Thank you so much for 
this wonderful family 

experience.”

“Attended the 2014 
Steam In The Valley 

event. Love, love, loved 
it. Even if you are not a 

train person you will enjoy 
this piece of history.” 

“Had a blast spending 
the evening on the Polar 
Express with our kids! The 

elves who entertained 
us where absolutely 

wonderful. Will definitely 
be doing it again.”

“Rode on the 
special steam 
engine excursion 
and it was 
outstanding. Well 
organized and 
friendly efficient 
staff. Really 
enjoyed the ride.”

2014 Organizational Accomplishments
CVSR Greens Up the Fleet
CVSR made significant progress in 2014 in 
converting two of our diesel locomotives with 
state-of-the-art “green” technology. When these 
locomotives return to our fleet, we expect they 
will produce up to 80% less emissions, while 
reducing fuel consumption by as much as 60%.

•  The rebuild of CVSR #365, funded through 
$994,000 in federal funds from the Paul S. 
Sarbanes Transit in Parks Program, is nearing 
completion. It was ceremonially dedicated in 
memory of past CVSR Chairman Arnie de la 
Porte in September.
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•  The second locomotive slated to be retrofitted with green technology, CVSR #4241, 
is funded through a $748,000 Diesel Emissions Reduction Grant from the Ohio EPA, 
as well as a coalition of foundation, corporate and individual donors who contributed 
$187,000 to the project in 2014.  We gratefully acknowledge the following funders of 
this project:

Customer Experience Department Created
With our increased focus on providing quality customer experiences, we shifted staff 
resources to establish a new Customer Experience department. This team is responsible 
for developing and managing programming that engages and enriches the customer 
experience. We welcome the following staff members to this team:

Kimberley Gillan-Shafron, Director of Customer Experiences
Beth Borberly, Customer Service Coordinator
Matt Cordish, Media Relations & Digital Communications Manager
Terri Elbert Igneczi, Manager of Program Operations
Kelsey Ott, Customer Service Manager
Kathleen Sapola, Program Coordinator
Christine Vadala, Business Development Manager

CVSR Plans for Capital Improvements
CVSR continually invests in our fleet to ensure safe and operational equipment. In 2014, 
our operations staff and volunteers gave Locomotive #800 a major overhaul, upgraded 
air brake systems in several passenger cars, changed approximately 30 wheelsets, and 
improved train functionality and cleanliness. In addition, we were pleased to continue to 
maintain an on-time performance of 90% of better throughout the year. 

CVSR’s development department focused on garnering a broader base of support from 
individual and foundation donors; both Annual Fund and Membership goals were 
exceeded and CVSR received foundation support from 60 foundations in 2014. We 
continue to lay the groundwork for a potential capital campaign, with the ultimate goal 
of enabling CVSR to continue to serve as a means for residents and visitors to experience 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park in a new way.

Ohio Dept. of Transportation/Ohio EPA -  
   Diesel Emission Reduction Grant
Akron Community Foundation
ArcelorMittal
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust
The Cleveland Foundation
Mary S. and David C. Corbin Foundation
CVSR Board of Trustees
CVSR Volunteer Association
GAR Foundation
George Gund Foundation

KeyCorp
Lubrizol Foundation
Materion
R.C. and Katharine M. Musson  
  Charitable Foundation
Robert O. and Annamae Orr Foundation
Northern Ohio Golf Charities  
  Foundation, Inc.
Reinberger Foundation
Ridge Tool Company

  

“This train is fun for young 
and old alike. It is very 
educational and there is 
something going on every 
month for everyone to do.”

“Thank you for making our 
trip great! I liked seeing 
the great blue heron and 
bald eagle.”



CVSR Partners
Cuyahoga Valley National Park
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) encompasses 33,000 acres along the Cuyahoga 
River between Cleveland and Akron, Ohio.  Managed by the National Park Service 
(NPS), CVNP combines cultural, historical, recreational, and natural activities in one 
setting.  CVNP ranked as the eleventh most visited national park with 2,189,849 visits 
in 2014.  CVSR proudly operates in partnership with the National Park Service as 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park’s alternative transportation provider.  Under our formal 
partnership agreement, NPS is responsible for ownership and maintenance of the track 
and associated infrastructure; CVSR is responsible for owning and maintaining the 
rolling stock and providing the rail service.  The following is just a partial list of CVNP 
accomplishments related to CVSR during 2014.

•Replaced 8,000 railroad ties.

• Replaced three bridges on the northern part of CVSR’s tracks. These bridges were 
identified as unsafe by Federal Highways for major repair and replacement for safe and 
secure passage.

Terri Elbert Igneczi: 2014 Volunteer of the Year
Congratulations to Terri Elbert Igneczi, 2014 CVSR Volunteer of the Year!  Terri, now 
a member of our staff, has been an exceptional volunteer who has logged 4,390 hours of 
service since November 2005, with 2,125 of those hours in 2014 alone.  Terri has been 
involved in almost every aspect of both on-train and off-train operations—she serves as 
a trainman, assistant conductor, server, elf for the Polar Express, stocks and organizes 
concessions and materials on the train and in our storage area, and more. Fellow 
volunteers describe Terri as someone who “works tirelessly for CVSR and everyone 
connected to it.”

Carol Schroeder: Destination Cleveland Hospitality Star Award Finalist
CVSR Volunteer Carol Schroeder was selected as a Hospitality Star Award Finalist 
in 2014 by Destination Cleveland.  This award recognizes individuals who go above 
and beyond customer service by offering true hospitality to Cleveland visitors.  CVSR 
nominated Carol for this award because of the superior customer experience she provides 
as a volunteer trainman.  She is well versed in the history of CVSR and its rolling stock, 
the National Park, and Northeast Ohio in general, allowing her to provide useful and 
interesting information that enhances the passenger experience.

Gordon Hartschuh: 2014 Cuyahoga Valley National Park Safety Award 
CVSR volunteer Gordon Hartschuh received a 2014 Cuyahoga Valley National Park 
Volunteer Safety Award. Gordon spearheaded the development of a Documented Safety 
Program for CVSR in July 2014. Under Gordon’s leadership, CVSR acquired three 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) units in 2014, which had been a goal of the 
Safety Committee for a number of years. 

Volunteers
Volunteers are vital to the overall operation of CVSR. CVSR volunteers provided a record 
86,644 hours of service in 2014—the equivalent of approximately 42 full-time employees!
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• NPS responded to the damage to Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad tracks and Towpath 
Trail from the May 2014 storm.  The tracks sustained major damage south near Yellow 
Creek which caused a shutdown in services from Peninsula to Akron Northside Station.  
NPS funded and managed the contracting for repairing the tracks and towpath. Tracks 
reopened on July 2.  

In addition, CVNP made many improvements, repairs and upgrades to facilities, 
trails and waterways—all geared toward park visitor comfort, safety, education and 
engagement. Highlighting this additional list of accomplishments for CVNP during 2014 
was the reopening of Canal Exploration Center (CEC) located in Valley View. CVSR 
added CEC as a regular stop on our National Park Scenic excursion.

Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area
The Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area (NHA) is 110 miles of endless 
possibilities.  Year-round, visitors arrive to discover American culture and canal-era 
history, finding recreation amidst natural wonders. Adventures abound along three 
celebrated routes—the Towpath Trail, Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad, and America’s 
Byway.  Since its 1996 NHA designation, the Canalway has been awarded more than 
$8.5 million in Congressionally-designated funds.  These funds have attracted both local 
matching dollars and leveraged more than $1 billion in related projects. During 2014, 
a Towpath & Cuyahoga Riverfront project opened in Cleveland; the Tremont Avenue 
Connector dedication made Stark County the second County to complete the Towpath 
within its borders; Canalway Questers arrived from across the United States; and 
collaborative planning continued for additional Towpath connectors and a signature 
Canal Basin Park at the Towpath’s historic terminus. 

Conservancy for CVNP
The Conservancy for Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) is a non-profit organization 
created to engage public support and provide services to enhance public use and 
enjoyment of the park. It connects visitors to CVNP, helping preserve it for future 
generations. In close partnership with the National Park Service, it co-manages a 
number of initiatives in the Cuyahoga Valley. Two highlights of this partnership include 
the TRAILS FOREVER initiative, aimed at creating a world-class trail system in CVNP, 
and the Cuyahoga Valley Environmental Education Center, where northeast Ohio youth 
come to learn about nature and experience the park first-hand. Other key initiatives 
include the co-managed volunteer program, cultural arts events, space rental of the 
park’s historic buildings, and our Trail Mix retail stores.

Countryside Conservancy
Countryside Conservancy connects people, food, and land. As a partner of Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park, it has reestablished working family farms within 
the boundaries of CVNP through our Countryside Initiative program. The 
Countryside Initiative connects aspiring farm businesses to the resources 
they need and draws more than 100,000 visitors to the park each year. Its 
three award-winning farmers’ markets have acted as business incubators for 
nearly 100 businesses over the last decade and provide access to fresh, local 
food for more than 55,000 customers annually.  In 2014, Countryside Farmers’ 
Markets reached a landmark of $1 million in local food sales. Countryside 
Conservancy also provides learning opportunities for farmers, backyard 
gardeners, and home cooks through Countryside U. This educational program 
helps people deepen their relationship with food through hands-on learning, 
and connects them to local business owners and educators.
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Statement 
of Financial 

Position
December 31, 2014 and 2013

ASSETS
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Statement 
of Financial 

Position
December 31, 2014 and 2013

LIABILITIES AND ASSETS

 2014 2013
ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
 Petty Cash On Hand $       2,100 $       2,100
 Cash - checking 1,398,044 1,458,582
 Grants receivable 95,500 78,000
 Pledges receivable 42,500 50,000
 Inventory - concessions 66,536 86,546
 Prepaid insurance 25,786 24,735
  
  TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1,630,466 1,699,963

INVESTMENTS - ENDOWMENT 424,099 425,743

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
 Rolling stock 5,420,965 5,089,035
 Machines and equipment 169,939 169,939
 Track truck 116,931 116,931
 Office equipment 58,450 37,309
 Furniture 124,015 124,015
 Leasehold improvement 40,000 40,000
 Seasonal fixtures 141,762 136,762
 Construction in progress 1,100,508 510,735
    7,172,570 6,224,726

 Less accumulated depreciation and amortization 3,518,648 3,071,736

    3,653,922 3,152,990

    5,708,487 5,278,696

 2014 2013
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
 Gift certificate liability $     31,000 $     33,617
 Accrued payroll, payroll taxes and withholding 24,835 51,914
  
  TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 55,835 85,531

NET ASSETS
 Unrestricted 4,992,377 4,512,246
 Temporarily restricted 236,176 255,176
 Permanently restricted 424,099 425,743
 
  TOTAL ASSETS 5,652,652 5,193,165

  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 5,708,487 5,278,696

For a copy of our full audit report, please contact our Development Office at 330-439-5708 ext. 228.



Thank You 2014 Donors and Members
We extend our most heartfelt thanks to those whose support help us fulfill our mission 
of providing educational, recreational, and heritage railroad experiences and offering 
alternative transportation to and within Cuyahoga Valley National Park and the Ohio & 
Erie Canalway.

While space limits our ability to list each and every supporter, we are extremely 
appreciative of all financial support, no matter the size of the gift.

Giving levels listed are representative of total contributions made between January 1, 2014 
and December 31, 2014 regardless of the purpose or intent of any specific gift.  CVSR has 
made every effort to ensure accuracy in listing all supports at the $50 and above levels.

Saint Lucie Sound Founders Society ($1,500 and above)
Members of Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad’s Saint Lucie Sound Founders Society are our most 
ardent and generous supporters, comprising individuals, corporations, foundations and organizations 
whose  leadership gifts total $1,500 or more. We are proud to extend special recognition to the 
following members of our Saint Lucie Sound Founders Society for 2014.

$1,000 to $1,499
Acro Tool & Die Co., Inc.
Cindy and Peter Buerling
The Henry V. and Frances W.  
  Christenson Foundation 
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad  
  Volunteer Association
Maud De La Porte 
FirstEnergy Foundation 
Clara LD Jeffery Charitable Trust 
Jo-Ann Stores, LLC
Pam and Thomas Johnston
Craig Kenkel
Bridget Miller
Bryan Sibley, Inc

$500 to $999
Betty Augustus
Glenn R. and Alice V. Boggess 
Memorial Foundation 
Kristin and Eric Boose

David J. Carpenter
Denise Dick
Elements Gallery
Frederick and Jane Griech
Joey Glassco
Jeanne and Peter Grossetti
Albert A. Hanes and Robert E.  
  Hanes
Pitter and Patrick J Holland
Linda Lovell
Cynthia and Ronald Manse
Steele Nowlin & Chris Jayjack
Kristy H. Reilley
Karen and Cliff Stadler
Karen and Bruce Vereecken
WITAN
Deb Yandala and Sherman Bishop

$250 to $499
Christa Jo and Dave Abood
Holly Allison

Anonymous (2)
Christine Baker
Barney & Associates Consulting  
  Services
Jason Baylor
Dr. Mary Anne Beiting
James Bielozer
Sharon Booker
Dr. Emma Brawn
Colleen and Thomas Browne
Mary Ellen Carney
Kevin Devere
Laura Di Marco
Concetta Donatelli
Patricia A. Dragan
Marilyn Elk
Richard Enty
Donald Esarove
Jeff Folckemer
Dawn Fox
Joan and Philip Fracasa

Tracy and Luca Francescone
Jackie Fridley
Helen and Jeff Fusco
MaryAlice and Forrest Garey
LeAnne Gompf
Randall Goodman
Patricia and J. Harvey Graves  
  Family Foundation
Jennifer Grow
Rev. Daniel Guerrini
Rita Guthrie
Elizabeth A. Hagen
Joseph Halter
Pamela Hampton
Marilyn and R. Dewey Hansen
Mary Jane Hartwell
Heidelberg Distributing Co.
Debby Helwig
Leslie Hoffman
Richard Hull
Margot Hull

Nancy and Sanford Jacobs
Henri Pell Junod, Jr.
Don and Gail Klise
Donald Lemaster
Christine Leneghan
Madeline Lepidi-Carino
Chuck Logan
Dr. Sangeeta Mahajan
Richard Movens
Michael Novak
Ohio Hardwood Furniture
Mary and James Oliver
Lori Pavlik
Robert Petty
Jean and John Piety
Judy and Roger Read
Karen and Raymond Reedy
Dr. Duane Roe
Kevin R. Sanislo
Karen and Paul Schlather
Albert Schleicher

Akron Community Foundation
Akron General Health System
ArcelorMittal
Carol and Michael Birkholm
Curt T. Buerling
Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable Trust,  
  KeyBank, Trustee
Cleveland Automobile Club Orphans Outing  
  Fund
The Cleveland Foundation
Victoria and Thomas Collin
Stephen A. Comunale, Jr. Family Cancer  
  Foundation
Douglas O. and Karen Cooper
The Mary S. and David C. Corbin Foundation
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Cyndee and John Debo

The Dominion Foundation
The John Edward Corporation
Debbie Farris
The George Gund Foundation
Gretchen and Tom Green
Stella Ann and John Hetzer
Maryanne and Thomas Jackson
KeyBank Foundation
Christina and Christopher Kmetko
Nancy and Raymond J. Labuda
Kelly and James T. Laprade
The Edward A. & Catherine L. Lozick  
  Foundation
The Lubrizol Foundation
Materion Corporation
John A. McAlonan Fund of Akron  
  Community Foundation

Craig Moore
The Margaret Clark Morgan Foundation
Murch Foundation
Ryan Murray
The R. C. and Katharine M. Musson  
  Charitable Foundation
Northern Ohio Golf Charities Foundation, Inc.
Ohio & Erie Canalway Association
Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation
The Robert O. & Annamae Orr Family  
  Foundation
Pat Catan’s
The Perkins Charitable Foundation
April and Jerry D. Peyton
The Reinberger Foundation
Ridge Tool Company

Charles E. & Mabel M. Ritchie Memorial  
  Foundation
Christine and John Scheatzle, Jr.
Carol H. Schroeder
Tracy and John Scott
The Sisler McFawn Foundation
The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation
The Kent H. Smith Charitable Trust
Lloyd L. & Louise K. Smith Foundation
George and Nora Snider
Diane and Craig Tallman
Martha and Kenneth Taylor
Thompson Hine LLP
Lydia and James Virost
W. Daniel Waldron
The Welty Family Foundation
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Moe’ s Restuarant
Sandra L. See
Christine and Donald Styka, Jr.
Rebecca and Paul Varga, Jr.
Raymond Vyhnalek
Karen and Walter Walburn
Lori A. Walter
Dorothea A. D. Wise
Lynn and Mark Yanke

$50 to $249
James Abbott
Gail Adams
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Dorinda Aigner
Akron Tool & Die Co, Inc.
JoAnn Albright
Dr. Stephanie Aldrich
Michael Alex
Admiral and Mrs. Robert A.  
  Alexander
Joseph Amabeli
Laura Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Mary Anthony
Albert M. Antonelli, Jr.
Melinda Arendas
Michael Arndt
Suzanne and Gene Arnold
Michele and John Arsena
Scott Astey
Sarah Augustine
Margaret and Gilbert Aumiller, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jayaprakash Ayyappan
Cindy Babitt
Karen and John Bader
Tricia Badovick
Sandy and Bruce Bailey
Nan Balas
Paul Balcom
Tracey Balk
Jennifer Barone
Susan Battiato
Beverly and Floyd E. Baum
Mary Beth Baxley
Dr. Lori Baylor
Timothy Beck
John Beck
William Becker
Vincent L. and Donna M. Bednarz
Daren Beichler
Jennifer Bennett
Matthew Berg
Ken Berger
Alice and Lance Bergstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Keevin Berman
Cynthia Beveridge
Dr. Stefan Biancaniello
Dr. Kevin Biddell
Keith Blankemeyer
H. Bruce Blonder and Stephen C.  
  Adams
Megan Blosser

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley S. Blossom
Lt. Col. Ernest C. Boaeuf
Janet Bodjiak
Judy Bogart
Denise and Augustine Boland
Faith Bolen
Charles P. Bolton
Laurie Borsos
Terry Bossert
Jessica Boucher
Vicki and Brian Bowens
Peter Bowler
Janice Boyd
David Boyer
Matt Bradic
Jean Brantner
Katherine and Olivier Braquet
Nancy Bratko
Matthew Breitinger
Terry Brennan
Marc Brenner
Denise Bridges
Dr. DeWayne Brinkman
Ingrid K. Brock
Rebecca Brockmeyer
Steven Brofman
Darryl Brooks
Laurie A. Brown
David Brown
Captain William and Molly Brown
Christine Broz
Dianne Buck
Richard A. Bucsi
Martha and David Budd
Carol Burke
Larry Burns
Marie G. Burroughs
Lori and John Buser
Karen Bush
Heather Cachat
Katherine Cain
Dr. Marie Calabrese
Lois Cameron
Scott Cameron
James and Cynthia Camp
Teresa Campanelli
Mary L. Campbell
Peter Carioto
Father David Carpenter
Courtney Carpenter
Maria Carriero
Amanda Carroll
Nancy Carst
Jeffery Cassell
Rachel Casteel
Sabrina Catlin
Barbara and Thomas Cavanaugh
Lisa Cencula
Mary Cheung
Jennifer Cidila
Ann D. Cifani
Tiffany Ciletti
Clampco Products, Inc.

Linda and Robert Cleis, Jr.
Dr. Mary Petrea D. Cober
Pamela L. Codile and Dan Firca
Erin Colopy
Monica Cornett
Jennifer Costin
Lincoln Coverdale
Arlene Cramer
Gail Critchfield
Suzanne and Stephen Csanyi
Deborah Cummins
Dale Curtis
Wayne C. Dabb, Jr.
Pat Davidson
Linda Davis
Melissa Dawson
Terrence R. Dean
Barbara Deibel
Lora Della Valla
Renee Desai
Amanda Di Salvo
Karina Dick
Lori Dickson
Rob DiGeronimo
John DiMaria
Virginia DiNovi
Theresa Dodson
Dr. Joan Dolinak
Beth Doney
William Donley
Janelle Dorenkamp
Connie Douglas
Stephanie Duffy
Dr. Thomas Dugan
Walter Duvall
Rochelle and Richard Duxbury
Janelle Dymond
Andy Ebright
Peter Effinger
Kate Eich
Roemary and Thomas Eldridge
Aimee Engelhart
Amy Erhard
Juan Escalera
Katie Essey
Traci Ext
Pat Fabrizi
Donna Fairley
Phyllis Farner
Chris Farylo
Rich Featherstun
Marla Fife
Susan L. Fike
Michael L. Finkler
Sheila Flannery
Sarah Flannery
Dr. Douglas Fleck
Lt. Michael Fogarty
Christine and Bryant Foley
Cynthia and David Forrest
Kim Francesangelo
Diana Franchino
James Francis

Jehanna Francis-Sable
Francine Fraundorf
Debbie Frear
Danielle Freeman
Thomas L. Friedman
Janet and James Fuller
Geraldine Futrell
Jean Gadd
William S. Gaskill & Kathleen B.  
  Burke
Gateway Industrial Products Inc.
Dusty Geese
Marie Gentile
Pamela A. and Thomas Gerak
Janet Geyer
Charles E. Gibson
Antoinette Gideon
John Gilbert
Donald Golden
Marie and Michael Golden
Anthony Goodwin
Julianne and Joseph Gozar
Carrie Graff
Patricia Gram
Allison and James Grant

Lisa Gray
Janet Gremba
Alice Gross
Tanya Gull
Heidi Gullett
Michelle Gutman
James Haas
Cynthia Hackett
Mike Hagenbush
Alane Halley
David Halley
Bonnie and Aleck Halvorsen, Sr.
Bob Hamilton
Nancy Hankins
Emily Hargrove
Jennifer Harker
Richard W. Harley

Elizabeth and Mark Harr
Elaine and John Harris III
Gail Hartzell
Herman and Martha Hasselbrack
Janet Hayek
Dr. Garimah and Dr. Brian Hayes
Alison Hazen
Deborah Heller
Theodore Hennessy
Leann Henry
Bonnie Hensley
James Hill
Cailin Hill
Jeffrey Hill
Shawn Hill
John R. Hillery
Bettina Hisrich
David Hobbs
Dr. Daniel Hoehne
Mary and Thomas Holland
Betty and John Hollister, Sr.
Michele and Derwyn Hollobaugh
Christopher Homola
Laniece Hood
Kimberly Hoover

David K. Horner
Mrs. John A. Horner, Jr.
Catherine and George A. Hoy
Delores and Lawrence Hoyt
J.R. Hubman
Monica D. Huck
Elizabeth A. Hudson
Hudson Heritage Association
Vicki Humpal
Robin Hunker
Helen Hurtuk
Sheila and John Hutzler, Jr.
Valerie Jennings
Peter and Susan Jerabek
Christine Jerson
Rita Jevesok
Scott Johnson
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David Johnson
Valerie and Randy Johnson
Linda Johnson
Nikki Johnson
Jill S. Jones
Linda and Wendell Jones
Tammy and Michael Jorgensen
Diana Julien
Stephanie and Michael Kaminsky
Alex and Paula Kappos
Heather Karlen
Helen A. Karlen
Tamara Kaufman
Jennifer Kazanoff
Connie and Jeff Kearns
Dr Lawrence M. Kendra and Dr. 
Mary A. Kendra
Beverly Kerecman
Daniel J. Kierce
Mary Ellen Kilbane
Cheryl and John Kimberly
Robin Kirk
John Kirk
Jeff Kirkwood
Louis S. Kish
Mark Klang
David Klawitter
Dr. Rory Klecker
Susan and George Klein
Karen and Robert Klein
Julie and John Kleinhenz
Rosemary Kluth
Charles Knierim
Barb and Charlie Koch
Gus Koehn
Dennis Kolesar
Jamie Komitau
Suzanne and V. Erik Konsen
Cynthia Kostalnick

Kathleen Kostelnick
Mary Anne and Ed Kramer
Sue and Gregory Kruszka
Jennifer and Ed Kuchar
Barbara Kuczen
Mark Kuczinski

Laura Kuczynski
Margaret and Gerrit Kuechle
Ron and Marilyn Kulikowski
Ann Kunsch
Loretta Labuda
Tanya LaRue Cliff
Cathy and Mark Laube
Gretchen Laatsh and James D.  
  Switzer
Georgette Lawson
Kenneth Lege
James Leslie
Rick Lieberman
Pam Lightel
Madeline Ligon
John Lihwa
George Linton
Edward Liszka
William N. Littell
Susan and Richard Lobalzo
Kelly Loiczly
V Lojek Goldman
Denise Longstreth
Thomas D. Longworth
Lisa Losch
Benjamin Love
Beth Love
Marcia Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. William Lowery
Barbara E. Lucas
Suzanne Luffler
Martha Lyon
Amy Lyon-Galvin
Ann Magee
Chip Maggio
Jennifer Manning
Senator Gayle Manning
Elizabeth Manning
Nancy and John Markwood III

Marilyn and Richard Marrapese
Barbara Marshall
Virginia Matyja
Dr. Cathy and Dr. John S. Maxwell
Roger Mazzarella
David McClafferty

Corrine McConnaughy
Noreen McConnell
Don McConnell
Judy McCrodden
Kristian McDevitt
John and Joan McDonnell
Maureen McDonough
Ann-Marie McGowan
Peter McGrew
Antoinette McGuire
Larry McKay
Bonnie McKenzie
Mimi McKinney
Daniel McMahan
Jean McQuillan
Anita and David Meeker
Kelly Meklemburg
Mary Melhorn
Bruce Melville
Christina Memo
Men’s Club of Breckenridge Village
Scott and Carrie Merk
Dr. Howard Messing
Sonja and Stephen Metzler
Gary and Christine Mikitin
Michael G. Mikolaj
Kristie Milan
Barbara Miller
Deborah M. Miller
Rylee Miller
Duane Mills, Jr.
Donna Mitchell
Katherine and Charles Mlakar
Steve Molnar
Roy and Cindy Moore
John Morikis
Kathleen Morouse
Sarah Morrison
Susan Mortemore

Dawn Moses
Sandra and James Mulroy
Dr. and Mrs. Dale P. Murphy
Dr. Timothy Myer
Dr. Daniel Myer
NACCO Industries, Inc.

Erin Nauert
Nederlandse School of Cleveland Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Kyle Nelman
Wesley Neuenschwander
Megan Newell
Connie Newton
Michelle and James W. Nichols, Jr.
Renee Nieset
James Nocente
Joseph Noreika
Lori Norris
RobertJ. Norwick, Jr.
Susanne Nottingham
Linda Novak
Emily M. O’Brien
John Ochenas
Brian O’Donnell
David Olds
Debbie Orr
Barbara and Timothy Osyk
Diane Papay
Marcy Pappafava
Susan Parrish
Kyle Passmore
Michelle Passmore
Kristina and Phil Pasterak
James R. Pavlik
Jim Pearce
Dale Pelsozy
Miriam Pendleton
Lawrence Penn
Mark W. Perkins
Michael and Stefanie Phelan
Meredith Phillips
Nanette L. Phillips
David Piascik
Albert L. Ploenes
Christine Popiel
Chris Porter
Annie Powell
Kenneth Prendergast
Tim Prevost
Todd Price
Sherry Price
Jeff Procopio
Aaron Proweller
Joe Quirino
Suzanne and Kenneth Rafferty
Cathy Rake
Stephanie Raleigh
Pedro Ramirez III
Sarojini Rao
Meggan Rawlin
Robin Reed
Sharon Reffner
Regula for Congress Committee
Sarah and Keith Reichard
Richard Reichelt
Jeanette and George Reid
Denny Reiser
Javan Rench
Doralice and Daniel Ricchiuti

Rose Marie Richardson
John Richardson
Karen H. Rickert
Fran Ridenbaugh
Michelle Rini
Darlene and Jack Risjan
Ron Roach
Carol Roaldi
Breeze Roberts
Dr. Amanda Roberts
Patricia Roberts
Jacqueline and Jorge Robinson
Robert Robson
Louise Rodebush
Virginia and Reinhold Roedig
Laurie Rogaliner
Michael Rojas
Karen Rolland
Edward Rosch
Patricia Ross
Melissa J. Ross
Eugene B. Rossi
Betty and James Rowe
Albert Rudowicz
Elizabeth Runyan
Pam Sabo
Barbara and Robert Sabo
Thomas Sadlo
Brendalee Salk
Angelina Samples
Kathleen Sanniti
Lori Saucier
Dr. Jennifer Saxion
Thomas J. Scanlon
Tammy Scarborough
Kellie Schaffner
Charlene Schulz
Jocelyn Schweitzer
William E. Scott
Ed Searle
Select Office Staffing
Mike Senchak
Valerie Senko
Karen and Hampton Shadrach
William Shafer
Marie Shaker
Ted Shank
Nicole Shank
David Shapiro
April Shaw
Tonya and Jonothan Shaw
Sheet Metal Workers LU 33
Judi and Terrence Sheridan
Dr. Darren Shiley
Lori Shoemker
Mary Sickbert
Dr. Richard Simmons
John R. Simmons
Donna Sipe
Yvette and Edward Slusarski
John Smith
Heidi Smith
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Theresa Smith
Sandra and Richey Smith
Paul C. Smith
Katrina Smith
Mr. Theodore and Dr. Deborah  
  Sommer
John and Teryl Southworth
Barbara Spehar
Diana Spiers
Elaine A. and Joseph Spuckler
Timothy Stahlberg
David Starn
Lanny Steckel
Larry Steele
Pamela Steffy
Burke C. Stephens
Susan Stiimecz
Kristin and Paul J. Stoehr
Linda and Paul Stopar
Linda Stouffer
Timothy Strope
Audrey and Thomas Stull
Edith Sullivan
Catherine Summers

Bernard Survoy
Louise and Jimmy Sutphin
Edward Svec
Mary Swann
Judith and Terry Swearingen
Sharon Swinson
Melissa Taylor
Linda and Dexter Thede
Rev. Cynthia Theobald
Tonya Thomas
Colleen Thompson
Anne Thompson
Patricia Tindall
Kathryn Tinker
Patricia Tokay
Jeff Tomich
Jim Tomkowski
Scott Tozzi
Cynthia Tschudy
Cynthia A. Tuck
Carol Turkaly
Kathryn Tyler
Krista Tyler
William Uqdah

Karen Urbanowicz
Jenee Valle
David L. Van Auker
Anitra VanHorn
Frank Vanthoor
John Vertal
Sherri Vilagi
Lynn Villa
David Vodhanel
Michael Von Glahn and Sarah K.  
  Riehl
Jamie Wacker
Kathie Wagner
Richard Wagner
Gwen R. Waight
AJ Waitkus
Frank Wallingford
Victoria and Robert F. Ware
Warfield & Company CPAs, Ltd.
Robert Warren
Brent Wedderspoon
Chris Weigand
Cynthia Weisend
Rod Wellman

Michael Whetstone
Dr. Carol Sue White
Rebecca White
Jennifer White
Robert Whitright
Debra and James Wilkinson
Rob Willison
Kathryn E. Wilmer
David Wnukowski
Timothy Woisnet
Sue Anne Wolf
Kris Wolff
Mary Helen Wright
Mattie Wright

Kevin Yates
Catherine Yeager
Jane and Edward Young
Maryanne Young
Tammy Yurcik
Louise Zaccardelli
Madeline Zak
Deborah Zalovcik
Dr. Jinhua Zhao
Kay and Paul Zielazienski
Melissa Zilonis
Marci and Dean Zimmerman

CVSR has made every effort possible to ensure accuracy in listing 
donors who have supported us with total contributions of $50 or 
more between January 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014. We list 
the names of our supporters in accordance with their preferred 
acknowledgement names (if provided). Donors who wish to change 
the way their name appears in future publications are asked to 
contact our Development Office at 330-439-5708 x228.
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CRAIG B. TALLMAN 
President & CEO

LARRY BLANCHARD 
Trainmaster 

BETH BORBERLY 
Customer Service Coordinator

MATT CORDISH 
Media Relations and Digital Communications 
  Manager

ALFRED DAIGNEAU  
Mechanic 

LARRY DROTAR  
Mechanic 

TRACY FRANCESCONE 
Manager of Foundation Relations 

KIMBERLEY GILLAN-SHAFRON 
Director of Customer Experiences 

PETER GROSSETTI 
Director of Development

LESLIE S. HOFFMAN  
Director of Finance 

TERRI ELBERT IGNECZI  
Manager of Program Operations 

TOM JAITE 
Assistant Director of Fitzwater Operations  
  and Chief Mechanical Officer 

RAY KAMMER, JR. 
Director of Railroad Operations and Planning

SHERRI LEMLEY 
Manager – Trustee and Volunteer Relations 

MIKE LONG 
Dispatcher

KELSEY OTT 
Customer Service Manager 

DANIEL PALMENTERA 
Mechanic 

KATHLEEN SAPOLA 
Program Coordinator 

CHRISTINE VADALA  
Business Development Manager 

Staff



MICHAEL BIRKHOLM
President
Darice, Inc./Pat Catan’s

KRISTIN W. BOOSE 
Attorney
Ulmer & Berne, LLP

PETER J. BUERLING
Manager of Critical Infrastructure  
  Protection
FirstEnergy Corp.

M. QUINTON CUTLER
Director-Tax
The Timken Company

JOEY GLASSCO 
Global Market Manager, Lubrizol  
  LifeSciences
Lubrizol Advanced Materials

DEBORAH GORDON
Sr. Director, Government & Community  
  Relations
Cleveland Clinic

THOMAS J. JACKSON 
Retired Radiologist 

CHRISTINA L. KMETKO
President/Owner
Evergreen Consulting & Associates, LLC

RAYMOND J. LABUDA 
Retired Vice President of Technology
Hankook Tire Co., Ltd.

JOHN C. SCOTT
Senior Vice President & Regional  
  Executive Institutional Real Estate Group
KeyBank National Association

W. DANIEL WALDRON 
Retired CEO
First Merit, Cleveland Region

Thank you to the following trustee who 
concluded his service in 2014:

JERRY D. PEYTON
President & CEO
Vista IT Systems
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The CVSR Annual Report is 
a publication for friends and 
donors of Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad.  CVSR is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
For more information about 
making a financial contribution, 
please call 800.468.4070 x 228, 
email pgrossetti@cvsr.com or 
visit www.cvsr.com. 

Board of Trustees
Executive Committee

GEORGE SNIDER – Chairman
Retired President and CEO
SRA International, Inc. 

JOHN E. SCHEATZLE, JR. – Vice Chairman
Vice President/General Manager
Materion

THOMAS J. COLLIN – Secretary
Partner
Thompson Hine, LLP

JAMES E. VIROST – Treasurer
Retired CFO
The Robbins Company 

JAMES T. LAPRADE – Member at Large
CEO
Vervent Strategy Group

Trustees Emeriti
Siegfried F. Buerling
Honorary Chairman

Sherman Farnham

R. Thomas Green, Jr.
Patrick J. Holland
Gregory G. Kruszka



Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad
P.O. Box 158, Peninsula, OH 44264

800.468.4070 or 330.439.5708
cvsr.com

facebook.com/CVSRailroad
twitter.com/CVSRR

instagram.com/cuyahoga_valley_railroad


